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A  M  S  Tuesday,  May  21,  1940. 


■    ■■   •  ..       •     ,,  ;  VEGETABLE  SlilitD-  ..... 

A  radio  talk  prepared  ty  dr.  Rc  Cnvaragh-s  As  so  ciSite-.Econonics 'Writer, 
Washington,  D.  C. ,  and  de?..irer,yd;.'by  .0»        Brif^s .  Western  Radio  Progran  Director, 
over  KGO  and  associated  stations' of  the' Pacific  Coast -.Blue  Networkj  ■  Ifataonall 
Broadcasting  Conpany.,  . .    ■  ' [,,  ' \  '  _  •  ■■■     '    -V  ^' 

On  August..  9,  styles  -in,. vegeti.aoie  seed  packets,-vv'~  .ci[«rtoin5__mid^Dags  ~- 
nay  show  sonc  changOo    We  don-t  nean 'tiie'  shlipcB  'sl'iSGs  ■or.'g'Gnor^l  ,^  of 
seed  packages  "will  change..  ..Bij-t., V70  do.  nean.that  after  August  9  vegetahle  seed 
will  wear  labels  that  "t, ell  jus.lj / whailJ ,s  ' ii).''  :oabh .pdiikage^  ■■. 

Here's  why  we  say  thi's'i  '  On. Augp.st";9,''-48  kinds  of  VegctalDlo  seed 
cone  under  the  provisions  of  the  new  'ir'e(l'ecal''Soetl- .Aat;^    This^ificludes^  s.ced  of 
all  of  the  connon  vegota'Dles.    The  provisions  oi  the  Act  cover  all  of  these  48 
different  kinds,  if  they  are  shipped  or  hau^'.ed  fron  one  State  to  another,  in 
other  words  if  they  nove  in  interstate  conmerceo 


In  the  past  probably  most  of.  the  vegetable  seed  sold  has  been  labeled 
so  the  buyer  could  know  what  he  was  getting,.    There  has  always  been  plenty  of 
"honestly  labeled''  vegetable  seed.     But  under  the  nev/  Eederal  Seed  Act 5  all, 
seed  of  the  48  kinds  that  are  shipped  in  interstate  corxierce  nust,  be  labeled  so 
the  buyer  can  know  what  he  is  gettinga 

This  brings  up  the  quest  ion?  "What  information  does  the  buyer  need 
in  order  to  know  what  he  is  getting?''    Eir&ty  he -11  want  to  know  the  kind  and 
the  variety  of  the  seed,.    Under  the  .law,  this  information  must  be  on  the  pack- 
age*   The  name  of  the  shipper  must  be  on  the  package,  unless  the  person  who 
handles  the  seed  prefers  to  have  his  name  on  it  along  with  a  code  nark  to  desig- 
nate the  shipper. 

Then  there^s  the  question  of  gemination.    This  is  likewise  import— 
ante    Different  kinds  of  vegetable  seed  have  widely  varying  percentages  of 
germination.    So  the  officiaj.s  who  administer  the  Federal  Seed  Act  have  worked 
out  ^'germination  standards''  for  eacn  of  the  43  kinds  that  come  under  the  Pederal 
law.    If  the  seed  in  a  package  is  up  to  the  standard  or  higher j,  no  mention  of 
this  fact  need  be  made  on  the  labelo    Bat  —  and  donH  miss  this  point  if 
the  seed  is  not.  up  to  standard...  the  crrccn  must  be  marked  ''Below  Standards. 
It  must  also  show,  detailed  results  of  the  germination  test  with  the  date  the 
test  wa,s  conpletedc    This  information  must  be  narked  in  a  place  and  in  a  way  so 
it 's  easy  to  read. 

There  is  a  tine  limit  for  which  gemination  tests  hold  goodc  The 
regulations  under  which  the  Act  is  administered  cover  this.    They  say  that  no 
more  thiin  5  months  shall  elapse  between  the  last  dajr  of  the  month  in  which  the 
seed  is  tested  for  germination  and  the  day  it  is  shipped  in  interstate  commerceo 
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This  noans,  for  exanple,  that  seed  tested  on  January  10  could  ho  shipped  T7ith- 
out  retesting  for  gemination  any  tine  within  five  months  after  the  last  day 
of  January.    It  could  he  shipped  without  retesting  any  tine  up  to  and  including 
the  last  day  of  June. 

These  are  the  nain  requirenents  for  labeling  vegetable'  seeds  under 
the  new  Federal  Seed  Act.    However,  persons  who  handle  vegetable  seed  that  cones 
within  the  provisions  of  the  law,  nust  use  "proper  precaution",  to  be  sure  the 
labeling  as  to  variety  is  correct  on  all  seeds  that  aren't  distinguishable  as 
to- variety.    Proper  precaution  neans  the  buyer  should  get  and  keep,  a  declaratiofi 
of  variety  fron  the  grower  of  such  seed.    And  he  should  keep  a  sanplo  fron  each' 
lot  of  indistinguishable  vegetable  seed  for  not  less  than  one.  year.  .  ■  ( 

The  purpose  of  those  provisions  under  the  new  Federal  Seed  Act  is 
to  assure  buyem  of  vegetable  seed  of  "honest"  labels,  labels  that  will  let  the 
b-uyer  know  what  is  in  each  package  of  vegetable  seed;  not  only  labels,  that  tell 
the  truth,  but  that  tell  all  of  the  truth. 


